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Allah says in the Quran (5/3): , "The deceased (animals) are prohibited for you all." Explaining 

the meaning of in this Ayah., Imam Tabari writes “Xfji jJj l^-aj meaning "its soul, parted it without 

Tadhkiya (prescribed method of slaughter).” Along with this., the legendary Hanafi jurist Imam Ibn Abideen says 
“iljj ^ U jvJJI meaning “An animal, which is permissible to eat and is not slaughtered the proper way is 

Haram.” (Radd A1 Muhtar 9/423). Imam Nawawi mentions in his commentary of Sahih Muslim (13/116): 

“<uuy>« J^l cfr meaning "If doubt occurs in the process that makes animal Halal, 

then it won't be permissible because it is originally Haram.” 

The above-mentioned references tell us that the Base (j^i) of every single animal is Haram. For instance, every 
Non-Mahrum lady is Haram for a Muslim male. They both cannot have any type of frank interaction with each other. 
However, Allah provided a way for Muslim men to make a lady Halal for them, which is Nikkah. Once you marry a 
lady, she becomes Halal for you. Similarly, all animals are haram upon us, but to make it Halal, we are given a 
procedure by Sharia. It is to slaughter it in a proper Islamic Way, by reading Takbeer (except for pork). Bottom 
line is that "Every Animal is Haram until it goes through the f Halal-Making Process - 1 also known as Zabiha" . 

Once we understand this, now let J s talk about two types of animals: controllable and uncontrollable. 

Uncontrollable animals, as the name suggests is such an animal which cannot be controlled by humans, such as deer 
or birds. Deer runs fast and is very hard to get it under your control. Similarly, birds fly high, and it J s 
impossible for humans to fly up in the air and slaughter them. That is why they are classified as uncontrollable 
animals. As for controllable animals, every animal that is easily controllable is included, such as chicken, goat, 
cows, etc. 

For uncontrollable animals, since it is hard for the humans to slaughter them, we are given an ease of Zibh 
Idtirari pi) to slaughter them. We are allowed to use a tool, such as a weapon to slaughter them. The only 

conditions are that the operator has to be a Muslims, or from the Ahl-ul-Kitab (oiaui j*i)j and has to chant Allair’s 
name at the time of operating the tool. The only reason, you are allowed this is because the animal you intend to 
slaughter is not under your control. However, if it comes under your control after being injured, and it has 
enough life left in it for you to slaughter it, then you will have to slaughter it in the proper way. If it dies 
on its own it will be considered haram, because it is not uncontrollable anymore, it came under your control 
(Qudoori 614). Therefore, it needs to be slaughtered by the human power. For controllable animals, a person who is 
a Muslim or from the Ahl-ul-Kitab (i_jL£JIJ*I) chants the name of Allah and uses a sharp knife to sever atleast 3 out 
of the 4 arteries of the animal (the 4 arteries are Trachea, Esophagus, and two Jugular Veins) then the animal is 
permissible to eat. (Hidaya 4/436) 

The difference between uncontrollable and controllable animals is that in the uncontrollable, you read Takbeer on 
the tool. So let's say a Muslim person recites Takbeer and shoots at his prey, but misses and some other prey is 
slaughtered, it will still be considered halal. For, the Takbeer is recited on the tool, which ever eatable animal 
this tool slaughters, will be halal. However, for controllable animals, you read Takbeer on the animal not on the 
tool, so if you kill any other animal by mistake with your knife, it won't be halal. (Hidaya 4/512) 

However, one similarity between both of these methods is that the Takbeer has to be unanimous. If two people shoot 

arrows which hit the animals, both of those arrows should have Takbeer recited on them, otherwise if only one has 
Takbeer and other doesn't, then it won't be Halal. Same thing with the controllable animals, if two or more people 

are holding the knife, all of them have to say takbeer. Even if one of them doesn't read the Takbeer, then the 

animal won't be halal (Fatawa Ridawiya 20/219). These rulings cannot be interchanged with each other. One cannot 
use the rulings for uncontrollable animals on controlled animals, and vice versa. This means one cannot use 
hunting tools to slaughter a small controllable animal like chicken. 

Now the main question: What is the problem with Machine-slaughtered Chicken? As mentioned, chicken is such a small 

and easily controllable animal that one cannot find any condition of it falling under the category of Zibh 

Idtirari (^lya^l^i). Firstly, the individual slaughtering the chicken has to say Takbeer on his own. For example, 
if Person A slaughters chicken without saying Takbeer, and Person B is next to him just watching this and he says 
the Takbeer, then it won't be halal. For, Person A, the slaughterer has to say the Takbeer. Therefore, if a 
machine cuts the chicken, it cannot say the Takbeer on its own, and playing Takbeer on electronic devices near the 

slaughter doesn't count. Another problem is human power is not used in machine when it slaughters. Just like how 

one cannot use a weapon to hunt down their chicken, one cannot use a machine to cut it. Man power is needed to 
slaughter a controllable animal. Therefore, since a chicken is under one's control, they have to slaughter it by 
their power. No other tool can be used to slaughter it. 



